by Benjamin Blumencrantz

The predictions of the book of Daniel don't
prove that the Messianic kingdom will
cone, but they give solid reasons to
trust that it will.
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"Never shall I forget that night," wrote Elie WieseL "that first night in the
camp, which has turned my life into one long night seven times cursed and
seven times sealed. Never shall I foiget that smoke. Never shall I forget the little
faces of the children, whose bodies I saw turned into wreaths of smoke beneath a
silent blue sky.
' 'Never shall I foiget those flames which consumed my faith forever.''

HOUGH I was born 10 years after
the ovens cooled, ashes simmered
in my soul. Time, instead of dousing
the cinders, fanned them. I
had buried myself in bitterness, shook red fists at the heavens,
and scorned belief in a benevolent
Creator. For me, God was the final
victim of the Holocaust And if God
died, who needed the Messiah?
Yet when I humbled myself, when
I admitted my own needs, and
reached out for truth—I then
learned to love and trust the God of
my fathers, even if I couldn't always
reconcile Him with their history.
There are ragged edges, corners
that don't fit as tightiy as I would

like, but beyond the smoke and ash,
I can see the Messianic promise for
the Jews have been waiting for
which centuries. And one place
where it is powerfully revealed is in
the prophecy of Daniel 2.
The D r e a m
About 2,500 years ago, when the
Jews were wrenched from their land
and the First Temple burned, the
Lord gave Nebuchadnezzar, king of
Babylon, a message that has
resounded through millennia after
the king and his mighty kingdom
withered into dust "And in the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar Nebuchadnezzar dreamed
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dreams; and his spirit was troubled,
and his sleep broke from him"
(Daniel 2:1).*
Though impressed by his dream,
the king couldn't remember it, so he
called for all the priests and
prophets of Babylon and challenged
them to reveal the dream. When
they were unable, the king "commanded to destroy all the wise men
of Babylon" (verse 12).
Daniel and his three companions,
Hebrew captives in Babylon, were
classed among the wise men of
Babylon and, therefore, were
doomed as well.
"Then Daniel went to his house,
and made the thing known to
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, his
companions; that they might ask
mercy of the God of heaven concerning this secret; that Daniel and his
companions should not perish with
the rest of the wise men of Babylon"
(verse 17).
"In a vision of the night" (verse
19) the information was revealed to
Daniel, who then came before the
king and declared: "There is a God
in heaven that revealeth secrets, and
He hath made known to the king
Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in
the end of days" (verse 28).
Daniel then told the king that he
saw a "great image," frightful in its
appearance. "Its head," said Daniel,
"was of fine gold, its breast and its
arms of silver, its belly and its thighs
of brass, its legs of iron, its feet part
of iron, and part of clay" (verses 32,
33). Eventually the king saw a giant
stone "cut out without hands" that
"smote the image upon its feet that
were of iron and clay, and broke
them in pieces" (verse 34). "Then
was the iron, the clay, the brass, the
silver, and the gold, broken . . . and
became like the chaff of the summer
threshing-floors; and the wind carried them away, so that no place was
found for them; and the stone that
smote the image became a great
mountain, and filled the whole
earth" (verse 35).
So confident was the prophet
Daniel that he had given a true representation of the dream that he
added: "This is the dream; and we
will tell the interpretation thereof
before the king" (verse 36). Indeed,
if Daniel could reveal the king's own
dream, interpreting it would be a
snap.
The Initial Interpretation
Daniel continued: "Thou, O king,
king of kings, unto whom the God of
heaven hath given the kingdom, the
12 SHABBAT SHALOM/January-March

power, and the strength, and the
glory; . . . thou art the head of gold"
(verses 37,38).
As gold is the finest of all metals,
so Babylon was the richest and most
magnificent of all empires. Its capital, the city of Babylon, is designated
in the Scriptures as "the golden
city," "a golden cup," "the lady of
kingdoms."
But its days were not endless:
"And after thee shall arise another
kingdom inferior to thee" (verse 39).
As silver is inferior to gold, so the
succeeding world empire, MedoPersia, represented by the breast
and arms of silver, was to be inferior
to Babylon.
"And another third kingdom of
brass [shall arise], which shall bear
rule over all the earth" (verse 39).
Greece conquered Medo-Persia and
became the third world empire, thus
fulfilling this prophecy. In the eighth
chapter of Daniel, verses 20 and 21,
Greece, wliich conquered MedoPersia, is designated by name, and
mention is made of its "first king"
(Alexander the Great), who would
lead ittoworld dominion.
History testifies to the accurate
fulfillment of this prophecy: "He
[Darius III] was beaten at the
Granicus, beaten at Issus, beaten at
Arbela [331 B.C.E.], and then killed
in flight by one of his satraps.
Alexander [the Great] thentookpossession of his empire, and henceforth the Greek race supplanted the
Persians in the part they had played
for two centuries as the mling power
of the world" (Henry S. Williams,
The Historians' History of the World,
vol. 2, p. 631).
But it didn't end there. "And the
fourth kingdom shall be strong as
iron; forasmuch as iron breaketh in
pieces and beateth down all things;
and as iron that crusheth all these,
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shall it break in pieces and crush"
(Daniel 2:40).
Only one empire fits: Rome. In
describing the Roman conquests,
the historian Edward Gibbon,
though a skeptic, employs symbols
used by Daniel. He says: "The arms
of the [Roman] republic, sometimes
vanquished in battle, always victorious in war, advanced with rapid
steps to the Euphrates, the Danube,
the Rhine, and the ocean; and the
images of gold, or silver, or brass,
that might serve to represent the
nations and their kings, were successively broken by the iron monarchy
of Rome" (The History of the Decline
and Fall of the Roman Empire, Vol.
in,p.365).
F e e t and T o e s
Proceeding, Daniel then said, as
he passed on from the gold, silver,
brass, and the iron of the image:
"And whereas thou sawest the feet
and toes, part of potters' clay, and
part of iron, it shall be a divided
kingdom; but there shall be in it of
the firmness of the iron . . . mixed
with miry clay" (verse 41).
Acanrting to this prophecy, even
mighty Rome was to disintegrate.
Between the years 351 and 476 C.E.,
the Roman empire was fragmented
by the invasion of barbarian hordes
from the north. These nations—the
Alemanni, the Heruli, the Vandals,
the Ostrogoths, the Visigoths, the
Franks, the Lombards, the Suevi,
the Anglo-Saxons, and the
Burgundians—established their
kingdom upon Western Rome's
ruins. Most of these kingdoms exist
in Europe today: England (AngloSaxons), France (Franks), Italy
Otombards), Portugal (Suevi), Spain
(Visigoths), Switzerland (Burgundians), Germany (Alemanni).
Over the centuries, numerous
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attempts have been made to weld
the heterogeneous fragments into a
vast world empire. Charlemagne,
Charles V, and Louis XIV all tried.
Napoleon Bonaparte died on the isle
of St. Helena, a disillusioned
monarch, his hopes of world dominion shattered. Kaiser Wilhelm II
tried to establish a world empire
when he hurled his army against
Belgium and started World War I.
Adolf Hitler tried wrhen he
unleashed World War II. All these
dreams of world conquest were
doomed to failure. Even the efforts to
unify Europe today look shaky.
Yugoslavia is in tatters, and
Czechoslovakia is about to split
The prophet continues: "And
whereas thou sawest the iron mixed
with miry clay, they shall mingle
themselves by the seed of men; but
they shall not cleave one to another,
even as iron doth not mingle with
clay" (verse 43).
What could not be attained by
force would be attempted by intermarriage—the mingling of "the seed
of men." The custom of intermarrying had become so universal that
World War I had been called a "family quarrel." The king of England, the
czar of Russia, and the king of
Greece were first cousins of the
kings of Norway and Denmark, and
first cousins of each other, all five
being grandsons of Christian IX of
Denmark King George V of England
and Kaiser Wilhelm B of Germany'
were cousins. The former czarina of
Russia, the queen of Norway, and
the queen of Greece were all grandchildren of Queen Victoria of
England and, therefore, first cousins.
The kaiser of Germany and Queen
Sophie of Greece were brother and
sister.
Despite this mterrnarrying, or
"mingling" of "the seed of men," as
the prophet calls it—the union of
Europe, the cementing of the broken
fragments, will never occur because
the Lord declares that "they shall not
cleave one to another, even as iron
doth not mingle with clay." These
seven words of divine forecast have
outlined the course of history since
the fall of the Roman Empire and
have explained the shattered, imperialistic ambitions of dictators for the
past 14 centuries.
The Messianic Kingdom
Referring to the nations of
Western Europe, Daniel continued:
"And in the days of those kings shall
the God of heaven set up a kingdom,
which shall never be destroyed; nor
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the great M e s s i a n i c k i n g d o m of
shall the kingdom be left to another
people; it shall break in pieces and
consume all these kingdoms, but it
shall stand for ever. Forasmuch as
thou sawest that a stone was cut out
of the mountain without hands, and
that it broke in pieces the iron, the
brass, the clay, the silver, and the
gold; the great God hath made
known to the king what shall come
to pass thereafter; and the dream is
certain, and the interpretation thereof sure" (verses 44,45).
Dr. Joseph Klausner, a Jewish
scholar, writes: "Almost all of Daniel
is Messianic in spirit; but chapters 2,
6-9, and 12 are Messianic in
essence" (The Messianic Idea in
Israel, p. 228).
Inferring to Daniel 2:44 in particular, he says: "This kingdom is the
worldwide Messianic kingdom"
(ibid.).
hi his comment on Daniel 2:44,
Dr. Judah J. Slotki identifies this
final kingdom as "the Messianic
kingdom" (Daniel, Ezra, and
Nehemiah [Soncino Press, London:
1966], p. 19. And he explains the
stone mentioned in verse 45 as
this: "The Messianic kingdom
hinted at in the preceding verse"
(ibid.).
In the Midrash Rabbah, on
Numbers (chap. 13, sect 14), a question was asked concerning what is
said in Psalm 89:26 as follows: "Hew
do we know the same concerning the
King Messiah?" In the response,
Psalm 72:8 and Daniel 7:14 are cited
plus Daniel's statement that "the
stone that smote the image became a
great mountain, and filled the whole
earth (Dan. 2:35)."
Both ancient and modem Jewish
scholars have taught that the kingdom that the God ofheaven shall set
up on earth in the last days—as
described in Daniel 2—will be the
universal, everlasting dominion of
King Messiah!

come:

God.

The P r o m i s e
Daniel 2 is dated about 500 years
before the Common Era. How could
he have written that chapter without
supernatural aid? No amount of
genius, extrapolation, or guesswork
could have produced such a clear
delineation of the future. We're not
talking Jeane Dixon predicting the
next Hollywood divorce. We are dealing with the history of the world laid
out thousands of years before the
events!
Babylon came and went just as
Daniel predicted. Media-Persia
came and went just as Daniel predicted. Greece came and went just
as Daniel predicted. Pagan Rome
came and went just as Daniel predicted. And Rome divided into other
nations, weak and strong, just as
Daniel predicted. And despite tanks,
treaties, and intermarriage, it has
remained divided, just as Daniel predicted.
Because Daniel has been so correct in everything so far—how foolish
not to trust him for what he promises will come: the great Messianic
kingdom of God, "which shall never
be destroyed."
Of course, Daniel doesn't turn Elie
Wiesel's night into day. It doesn't
answrer all the questions. What
Daniel does do, however, is point to
God's sovereignty over the nations
and the Olam-Haba, the world-tocome—the promised Messianic
kingdom.
Andfinally7,not only does Daniel
point to that kingdom, but by its
sweeping prediction of world history—centuries before the events—it
gives powerful evidence to believe
that it will indeed be established. •
*Texts in this article are from The
Holy Scriptures According to the
Masoretic Text: A New Translation
(Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society
of America, 1917).
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